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Our fundraising night proved to
be a great night out for all
involved and over £1,000 was
raised. Zoe and her mum
arrived in style courtesy of
Classic American Dream Cars
in a 1954 Cadillac. Zoe treated
- us all to some fantastic singing
"ﬂ‘”‘jﬁﬁ \- and managed to give all our
committee men and trustees a kiss on the
cheek, which made their night! Thank you
to Darlington Rugby Club for hosting the
event, the food was fantastic; to Dolly
Mixtures for providing the disco and not
forgetting Zoe herself. Special thank you
to Sharon Mafham, Sue Belton and Sandy
King for organising the night. We have
received a lovely note from Zoe thanking
us for the flowers and she said she looks
forward to working with us again in the
future. We all wish Zoe the very best in
her latest project, where she is in the
show Priscilla Queen of the desert in the West End.
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We have decided to claim gift aid on donations made to the charity
in order to make the most of this opportunity. The ‘tax’ reclaimed by
the Charity is quite significant in that it is in excess of 20% (currently
it is 28%). For example a regular £10.00 donation becomes in
reality a £12.80 donation and a single donation of £100.00 becomes
£128.00. If you would like to support us in our activities with the
children we would be please if you would complete our gift aid form,
which can be found under the fundraising section of the website or
approach one of the committee members for further details. By
doing this we can take advantage of the scheme and make your
donation go that bit further to help support the continuing projects
for all our children.
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Maggie and Sue Belton are embarking on a twelve week sponsored
slim starting on Friday 3" January and finishing on Friday 13"
March to coincide with the Celebration Night. Maggie and Sue will
be weighed weekly and if they stay the same, they have to put
£2.50 in the fund or if they put weight on one week, they have to put
in £5.00. If anyone would like to join them in their sponsored slim,
please let Maggie, Sue or Joe know and they can organise getting a
form for you.

)
If the credit crunch is taking its toll on your finances, why not save
yourself some money and make ECCDS some money by
transferring your supplier to Utility Warehouse. Sign up with the
scheme and every time you switch on a light, boil a kettle, make a
phone call, surf the net or even have a bath you are saving yourself
money and helping the ECCDS. The Utility Warehouse has
guarantees in place to save you money. They guarantee:
- to be cheaper than BT on all its services including line rental

and calls.

to be cheaper than British Gas for your gas supply.

to be cheaper than Npower for your electricity supply.

to remain competitive against cheapest standard tariffs of

the big six (Powergen, Npower, Powergen, EDF, Scottish

Power and Scottish and Southern Energy).
Phone 0800 1313000 and quote ref: C17810 to start saving money.
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We are delighted to announce that we will be working with Monica
Bray, a speech and language therapist that Maggie met on her trip
to Down Syndrome Education International last year. Monica will
be working alongside us on a consultancy basis and we are all
thrilled to welcome her on board. Monica retired officially in July
2006, after 21 years of teaching on the speech and language
therapy course at Leeds Metropolitan University. She has since
continued her involvement in the speech and therapy area through
some part time teaching, clinical tutoring of SLT students and
involvement with a parent group for children with special needs.
We hope she will enjoy working with us.
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We say goodbye and thank you to Ruth Matthews for all her work
and support to the Saturday Group. Ruth has promised to stay in
touch and that she will come and visit. We also say goodbye to our
lovely volunteer Stacy, who is leaving us to have a baby in the New
Year. We wish her all the very best and will miss her. We hope she
will come back and see us when the baby is here.

Congratulations to Maggie and Darren Hart
on the birth of their third boy, Baby Ben, as
he is affectionately known. He has very
quickly become a well known face with all
the children and parents and we look
forward to watching him grow!

Also congratulations to Maggie for
successfully completing her MA in Education
with the University of Teesside. She thanks
the charity for sponsoring her through her
final year and was delighted to have
completed it before Baby Ben arrived.
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Our website has been updated recently. Please visit it regularly to
keep up to date with all that is going on. Many thanks to all the
website team and in particular Gary Dunn for all his hard work.
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This year we are please to announce that we will be holding an
Education Conference with speakers from Down Syndrome
Education International. The professional day will be held on Friday
13™ March and the parent day will be held on Saturday 14" March.
The focus will be on both Early Years and Primary Education. More
details to follow shortly. Please check the website in the New Year
for more up to date details. To express an initial interest or ask any
guestions regarding the days, please contact either Maggie Hart or
Sue Belton.
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This year our celebration evening will be on Friday 13" March.

Four tickets will be allocated to each family and more can be
applied for should there be tickets handed back in. Last year was a
great success and we hope this one will be too. We will be holding
a big raffle for this event and any prizes/donations would be
gratefully appreciated. More details will be posted on the website in
the New Year.
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Our very grateful thanks to everyone who have helped raise money
for us. Thank you for all your support!
Come and support our charity on 20" December at the Model T,
Fulthorpe Avenue, Darlington for their Big Xmas Draw. A Jazz Band
will be performing to make the night go with a swing. Many thanks
to the Model T for all their support, they hope to raise £1,000.
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Sandy King (Chairperson) 01325 465317
Tracy Dunn (Secretary) 01325 351795
Joe Hutchinson (Treasurer) 01325 300688

Maggie Hart (Education Co-Ordinator) 07806 707465
Sue Belton (Parent Representative) 07806 707466
Val Hutchinson (Fundraiser)
For any enquiries please ring either of the follogvhumbers:
07806 707465 or 07806 707466




